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Drippy Text
When you need dripping text for Halloween, or another 
project, do you use a dripping font, or would you rather 
make your own? Take the word Halloween, two Ls and 
two Es. If you use a dripping font, the Ls and the Es will 
look the same. I tend to notice things like this, sameness, 
personally, I think it’s a bit boring. Like going into a fast 
food restaurant and all the hamburgers and tacos are the 
same ones reused for every image. It’s funny, and most 
people probably don’t notice it, they want to order and 
sit down.

Text need not be the same way, I understand, sometimes 
it’s a matter of deadlines, and you need something quick. 
But if your customer gives you a extra time, and you 
want to add a little extra to headline, read on.

Dripping text does not have to look like it was stamped out 
from by a cookie cutter. In using titles or words that have 
repeating letters, here Ls and Es the unique drips add more 
style to the title.
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Step 1: Create a new fi le 8x3 inches, call it drippy.psd or 
name it to your liking. I tend to create fi les at 300 dpi, 
I have the disk space and back up to CD on a regular 
basis. This effect has not been tested at 72 dpi. The 
text HALLOWEEN was added in all capital letters, 
AGaramond semi-bold typeface, 84 pt with tracking set 
to 50. The layer need not be rendered. 

Step2: Under custom vector shapes, choose the nature 
menu, there is a rain drop there. After you select the rain 
drop, start adding drops below the letters. Drops need 
not be the same size, the drops further away from the 
letters were made larger. 

AGaramond was chosen, because it’s 
not a bizarre font. This effect can 
work on most of the fonts available 
to the desktop publisher. Don’t 
limit yourself by what you think 
you have to use.

This set of vector shapes is part of the Photoshop package. The 
fi le name for the set is “Nature.”
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Step 3: On a new layer, you will use the paint brush 
to connect the drips to the letters, the connecting lines 
should be thick. Where the drip lines connect to the 
letter, widen the line to remove any corners.

Step 4: Turn off or delete the background layer when 
you are satisfi ed with the look of the drips. Create a new 
layer, Cmd+Alt+Shift+E for Mac, Crtl+Alt+Shift+E 
for Windows. This copies all visible elements to a new 
layer without rendering type, or vector shape layer, 
which remain editable. Hide the type, vector shape 
and painted layers.

Step 5: Filter > Distort > Wave. By increasing the 
wavelength , the distortion becomes milder and easier 
to read as a headline. The settings used here are shown 
to the right, feel free to experiment. Finally, a layer style 
was applied to get the bevel effect.

Notes: This effect was easy to create. The drips are 
unique to the letters. With the exception of very 
decorative fonts, most any font can be used. This 
allows you to get away from the cookie cutter look of 
standardize Halloween/drippy fonts.

The H on the left has the straight lines added, the H on the right 
has the corners blended into the letters. The H on the right has a 
more natural look to it.

This is a model of the numbers you can use to get this effect. 
The numbers can be changed to suit your project.
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